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which we are blessing the race.   The whole human family are
being laid under obligation to us more and more day by day.

He tells her about his health:

/ am well this morning. The weather has been charming but
is a little cooler this morning. But yesterday I could only
wear the same things I wore in the summer in England. It is
so far all a hoax about the cold. They say there is seldom
snow till the middle of December of any account.

I have taken such an extra delight in fresh air and fresh
water that I could, if I had time, bath with pleasure two or
three times a day. I surprise all my hosts by my pertinacious
cold-water operations in the morning. They are all for hot
water and hot rooms, etc., etc.

I don't sleep quite as much perhaps. The climate stimu-
lates me I think. . . . Altogether I am really well. Never
better, and altho' working hard am looking, I think, quite as
well as for months,                                                      *

Bramwell Booth, the delicate Chief of the Staff, almost
killing himself with overwork, comes in for an occasional
wigging. The General encounters a Canadian Officer
whose accounts have been overlooked:

. . . He makes the remarkable statement that there has
never been an audit of his a/c as yet. Now that is abomin-
able. 1 have been supposing that the D.O/s 1 accounts were
regularly audited every 6 months, and here at least are accounts
run on for several years without being overhauled. Do get
some systematic attention to these things. Make some one
man Auditor-General, and let him be responsible direct to you,
and thro' you to me, for the correctness of the whole accounts.
. . . Let him report to me thro1 you. That will save a great
deal of trouble, and we can then stop a lot of wasteful extrava-
gance.

Then to the same Chief of the Staff he writes in a more
chastened mood as the day of departure draws near, humbly
suggesting that he would like two days' rest when he re-
turns :

Have you any proposal to make with respect to my return?
I should like a day or two's rest before Christmas with
Mamma, and I am afraid I shall require a week after. Then
I must attend to Headquarters and pass through the Country,

1 Divisional Officers.